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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
BEGICH, a Senator from the State of 
Alaska. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray: 
Holy God who inhabits eternity, lead 

our lawmakers with Your might. Help 
them to not run ahead of You or ignore 
Your wisdom. Lord, restore their spir-
its with trust and hope and order their 
steps toward Your desired destination. 
Keep them calm in the quiet center of 
their lives so that they may be serene 
in life’s swirling stresses. Fill them 
with the peace that comes from keep-
ing their focus on You. Help them to 
listen to others as attentively as they 
want others to listen to them. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARK BEGICH led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read following 
letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, April 27, 2009. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK BEGICH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Alaska, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. BEGICH thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WAR-
NER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, there will be a period 
of morning business until 4:20 today, 
with Senators to be allowed to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

We moved the vote to 5:20 for a cou-
ple of Senators. No one will miss the 
vote. We will act as if the vote started 
at 5:30 rather than 5:20. 

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act. 
At 5:20, there will be a vote on cloture 
in relation to that legislation. Under 
an agreement we reached on Thursday, 
if cloture is invoked all pending 
amendments will be disposed of and the 
vote on passage of the bill will occur at 
noon tomorrow. All pending amend-
ments are not germane to the bill and 
therefore all fall under rule XXII, if 
cloture is invoked. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 895, S. 896 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading, I am told. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the titles of the bills 
the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 895) to prevent mortgage fore-

closures and enhance mortgage credit avail-
ability. 

A bill (S. 896) to prevent mortgage fore-
closures and enhance mortgage credit avail-
ability. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
further proceedings with respect to 
these bills, en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bills will be placed 
on the calendar. 

f 

FRAUD ENFORCEMENT AND 
RECOVERY ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, every day 
brings more bad news for American 
homeowners. In Las Vegas alone, 1 in 
every 22 families received a foreclosure 
notice between January and March. 
That is seven times the national aver-
age. All across the country, the num-
bers have skyrocketed since the begin-
ning of the year. As foreclosures men-
ace more and more hard-working 
homeowners, they become more des-
perate for help. Unfortunately, schem-
ers, swindlers, and scam artists are all 
too happy to pounce. Just today it was 
announced that the Justice Depart-
ment charged five people in Maryland 
with orchestrating a massive and com-
plex mortgage fraud scheme. The com-
pany cheated more than 1,000 people 
out of more than $70 million. There 
would be more of these cases filed if 
the authorities had more resources to 
do so. 

This week, we are going to vote on 
the Fraud Enforcement and Recovery 
Act. This bill provides critical funding 
and new tools to let law enforcement 
prosecute and punish those responsible 
for the mortgage and corporate frauds 
that have hurt countless hard-working 
Americans and led to the worst finan-
cial crisis in decades. Passing this bill 
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